44                LET THERE BE SCULPTURE

British Medical Association, yes. But do these figures indicate th
produce of Southern Rhodesia ? No. It is a question of what i
appropriate.

Mr. Richard Sickert, R.A., wrote to The Daily Telegrap*
as follows :

As the writer of a letter published in 1908 on the subject of th<
Epstein statues in the Strand; I should bo grateful if you, wouli
allow me to add a few Words in 1955.

The 18 statues form part of the architecture* of tho formor hom<
of the British Medical Association. Your phrase in brackets
" although field-glasses were necessary to view thorn properly "
should perhaps have run, " to view them improperly n*

The merit of the statues we recognise as consisting in tho fac
that they form part of the architecture., arid are inseparable froit
the architecture.

As I should be, as a matter of common sen$e> prepared to listor

with sincere humility to the Rhodesians on all the infinite subject*

on which they have a call to be heard, I would besooch them t<

* grant us some authority on matters to which we may Hare giver

for generations and lifetimes some thought and feeling.

The whole building is planned to " tell ", viewed from the road
The convention of movement, life and growth is a miracle oi
genius and accomplishment. I can hear the flowers of rhetorical
respect that would be draped, at banquets, on this work if thc
sculptor were dead instead of alive and kicking.
, You must not ask of sculpture that it should bo a ohojHdgn or
trade-mark.

The Government of Southern Rhodesia cannot possibly consider
that the fact that they are to be housed in an august building onco
a medical centre is anything to be ashamed of*

Yours, etc.,

RICHARD SICKKET*
St. PeterVin-Xhanet.
May 9th.

Sir Eric Maclagan, Director of the Victoria and Albert
Museum, and an, influential committee circulated a petition
for the preservation of the statues. The followirxg letter
from them appeared in The Times of May 10th :